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But Berchtold was still deaf to the button; he merely
made the characteristic reply that, though the integral ac-
ceptance of Austria's note would have been satisfactory be-
fore hostilities had begun, "now after the state of war has
begun, Austria's conditions must naturally take another
tone."94
Grey's proposal was all the more eagerly welcomed by
Bethmann, partly because Grey quickly supplemented it
by embodying the two very points which Germany herself
had already been urging at Vienna and St. Petersburg in
her "pledge plan," viz:, a new statement by Austria of her
intentions in Serbia which would satisfy Russia, and a
pledge in the shape of the temporary military occupation
of Belgrade which would satisfy Austria; and partly be-
cause he was alarmed at Grey's first "warning" that Eng-
land could not be counted upon to remain neutral in case
of a general war. As Lichnowsky reported his conversation
with Grey:
To him [Grey] personally a suitable basis for sxich
mediation seemed to be that Austria, after the occupation
perhaps of Belgrade or other places, should announce her
conditions. Should Your Excellency [Bethmann], however,
undertake the mediation as I was able to propose to him
early this morning as a possibility, this would, of course,
suit him just as well. . . . [At the close of the conversation
Grey] said he wanted to make me a friendly and private
statement. ... It would be possible for her [England] to
stand aside so long as the conflict is limited to Austria and
Russia. But if we and France should be drawn in, then
the situation would immediately be a different one, and the
British Government under the circumstances would be
forced to rapid decisions. In this case it would be impos-
sible to stand aside for long and to wait; "if war breaks
out, it will be the greatest catastrophe that the world has
ever seen." He was far from wishing to utter any kind of
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